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1 . DEPARTMENT HAS NO EVIDENCE THAT THE BULGARIAN COMMUNIST 
PARTY HAS SOME KIND OF MANDATE FROM MOSCOW FOR CONTACTS 
WITH ARAB COMMUNIST PARTIES. IN ANY CASE, SUCH CONTACTS 
HAVE BEEN VIRTUALLY NON-EXISTENT IN RECENT YEARS, THE LAST 
ONE OCCURRING IN MAY AND SEPTEMBER 1975 WHEN SEVERAL RANK- 
ING OEFICIALS OF THE LEBANESE COMMUNIST PARTY VISITED 
BULGARIA. 

2. THE BULGARIAN COMMUNIST PARTY DOES, HOWEVER, PUSH 
CONTACTS WITH SEVERAL RULING ARAB NON-COMMUNIST PARTIES AND 
HAS SIGNED TWO-YEAR BILATERAL COOPERATION AGREEMENTS WITH 
THE BAATH PARTIES OF IRAQ, SYRIA, AND THE UNITED POLITICAL 
ORGANIZATION-NATIONAL FRONT OF THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OP YEMEN. IT HAS ALSO SENT DELEGATIONS TO VISIT 

THE TWO BAATH PARTIES IN RECENT YEARS. SINCE IT ;OES THE 
KREMLIN LINE, THESE CONTACTS NO DOUBT HAD MOSCOW'S BLESS- 
ING. VANCE 
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